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Inside this IssueAccording to Mavis Aronson, the Amish pur-
posely misplace a block when quilting. This 
shows that, like humans, nothing is perfect. 

Her husband Melvin encouraged her to show me 
some of the many quilts she has made over the years. 
All fi ne pieces of detail work and all quite different–
different colors, shapes, sizes and stories.

And so it is with the annual show.

Each year it takes many volunteers, exhibitors and 
visitors to make a successful show. Through the years 
the mixture of skills, talents and hobbies has built a 
grand showcase of activities and exhibits.

And like the quilts, they are all unique and all have a 
different story to tell.

Once again, I offer my thanks to those who have 
shared their time, their talents and their stories.

See you at the show.

Published on behalf of the 
Albert City 

Threshermen & Collectors Association by
BEYOND BROKEN
Connie J. Reinert

34195 320th Street, Ruthven, IA 51358
Phone: 712-260-0468

connie@beyond-broken.com

On the cover:
The quilt background is a Black Jade quilt made by Mavis Aronson. Also pictured is 
John and Logan Ahlers, Bruce and Ethan Lenz and Dennis Powers.

I went to great heights last year to capture 
a panoramic photo of the Allis-Chalmers 
tractor collection. What will they do to me 
this year?
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www.ecommunitybank.org

Albert City
Phone: 712-843-2211

Marathon
Phone: 712-289-4401

Webb
Phone: 712-838-4321

Spencer
Phone: 712-262-3030

Farming is 
Hard Work.
When it comes to 
the business of 
farming, we’re here 
to give you a hand.

Thanks, Threshermen 
for all of your hard work 
that goes into putting on 
this annual tradition.

MEMBER FDIC

New activities Mix it up with the Tried 
and True for the 41st Annual Show

Several new activities join the traditional lineup of events 
for this year’s show which runs August 12-14. This year the 
Threshermen welcome the J.I. Case Heritage Foundation as 
they celebrate their 25th annual expo. The Northland Case 
Collectors Club will join also, holding their annual summer 
show here.

Case collectors from all over the U.S. and Canada will ex-
hibit and demonstrate a large selection of Case automobiles, 
steam engines, early and late model tractors.

The Case Incline is a special activity you won’t want to miss. 
Watch as a Case steam engine climbs a ramp demonstrating 
its unique abilities. The engine will be driven by Carl Tuttle of 
Howell, Mich. who has done this at events in Pawnee, Okla-
homa and Rollag, Minn.

Bring your antiques or just enjoy watching as Terry 
Applegate offers appraisals and shares her expertise in the 
Threshermen’s Antique Appraisal Fair. The event will be held 
in the entertainment shelter on Saturday from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Also new this year will be a steam spark show. This will be 
held after the Friday evening tractor pull. Steam engines will 
hook up to the weights, fi ll up the fi rebox with saw dust and 
the sparks will fl y for all to enjoy.

Saturday evening entertainment will be provided by the 
Clutterbilly Band. Clutterbilly is a hillbilly country music band 

from central Iowa who have been playing for nine years. Clut-
terbilly will take the entertainment stage at 6 p.m. 

The 41st Annual Threshermen and Collectors show will 
have an opening ceremony at 9 a.m. on Friday. Admission 
for those 12 years and older is $7 per day or a three-day pass 
can be purchased for $15. Children 11 and under are admitted 
free.

There will be two parades this year. The Feature Parade for 
Case exhibitors will be at 10:30 a.m. The Threshermen Parade 
for all exhibitors will be each day at 4:30 p.m.

There will be two tractor pulls. The Friday Night Fun Pull 
will feature Case tractors and begins at 6 p.m. The Antique 
Amateur Pull will start at 9 a.m. on Saturday.

Field demonstrations will include corn shelling, combining, 
baling, disking, raking and threshing.

Regularly scheduled exhibits include a toy show, wood 
shop, wood carvers, a heritage doll show, quilt show, petting 
barn, arts and crafts, vintage military vehicles, antique cars 
and trucks, Ridge Runners, blacksmith shop, broom factory, 
fl our mill, saw mill, school house, farm house, Svenska Stuga, 
horse activities and of course lots of food including home-
made ice cream. 

A complete schedule of events can be found on page 20-21.
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What’s YOUR Water Problem?

Iron Bacteria?

Manganese?

Rusty Water?

Hydrogen Sulfur?

Let us show you how our Dry Pellet Chlorinators can treat 
these and other nuisance well water problems. Give us a 

call, or visit us online at www.bbchlor.com

Phone: 800-331-4808
Tim Behrens 

CHLORINATIONCHLORINATION

910 Flindt Drive, P.O. Box 67
Storm Lake, IA  50588
Phone 712-732-4811

Fax 712-732-7371
Email: stalcup@stalcupag.com

Specializing in farm 
management, farm real 
estate, and rural 
appraisals since 1942

Rachel Ju-
rgensen 
(formerly 
Greene) and 
her children 

Jered, Noah and Han-
nah carry on the family 
tradition enjoyed by their 
father, Kevin Greene, 
now deceased. They will 
exhibit a 1918 50 HP Case 
Steam Engine. The Greene 
family used Case tractors 
and had a love for them, 
old and new. 

The Jurgensens are 
from Denison, Iowa where 
Rachel is an admissions 
clerk at the Crawford 
County Hospital.

Their 1918 engine made its fi rst appearance at the Thresher-
men & Collectors Show in 1992 and according to Rachel has 
been the only Case engine to exhibit each year at the show.

“Once we purchased the steam engine we decided it needed 
to run and not just sit in the shed,” said Rachel. “So we found 
out about Albert City and have come each year since, and have 
enjoyed every one of them, rain or shine!”  

The family has seven other Case tractors and a couple of 
Case implement signs, one that is displayed in the show’s 
Feature Building.

Each year Rachel and her family head to the show grounds 
where the engine is stored. They replace the hand hold gas-
kets, as new ones are needed each year, then they fi re it up 
to make sure everything is running properly.  “If there are 
any glitches we make another trip,” said Rachel. “Or how-
ever  many trips it takes to make sure all is running smoothly 
before the show begins.”

Love for Case tractors turns into 
family hobby for Rachel Jurgensen

Rachel and her chil-
dren are cheered on by 
her husband Barry and 
get help with the engine 
from Alex Garrett, a good 
friend. They have visited 
the show in Rollag, Minn. 
when Case was the feature 
and have also attended the 
Greenridge Show. This year 
they are especially looking 
forward to seeing the other 
Case collectors and exhibits 
at Albert City.

“Collecting is just fun 
and it kind of carries on the 
love and hobby of the kids’ 
father.  He totally enjoyed 
running the engine and 
attending the show, and we 

are carrying out the tradition,” said Rachel. “We have also met 
so many awesome friends at Albert City that help make the 
show so worthwhile, we would miss seeing them each year.  It 
is just a neat activity we can all do together and we never get 
tired of it.

“We go to the show as a family, and we do have a following 
of other family members and friends that come to see us and 
all of the other fun sites at the show.  It is an enjoyable show 
for everyone, young and old.”

Rachel has enjoyed watching the kids learn over the years. 
“I have learned it is so much fun to watch my kids grow up 
learning and loving an ‘old’ hobby that so many people do not 
know and appreciate.  It is fun to see them learn and under-
stand a machine like a steam engine.  At this point, they are 
teaching me lots of things!!  To others: if tractor collecting is 
in your blood, run with it, it is fun, interesting and also quite 
challenging.” 

Noah Greene, left and Alex Garrett operate the 1918 Case Steam Engine at the 
saw mill.
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www.caseheritage.org

High Performance Tires for 
High Performance Farms!

Phone: (712) 732-4705
www.mickelsontire.com

Tractor and farm tires   •   Expert auto repair

920 West Milwaukee Avenue
Storm Lake, Iowa

“Your Complete Auto & Tire Care”

MICKELSON
TIRE & AUTO SERVICE

Thank you Albert City 
Threshermen & 

Collectors for hosting 
our 2011 Expo!




Incline Ramp sure to be a Crowd Pleaser

In the early 1900s, J.I. Case used the incline as a way to 
promote the power of their steam traction engines. An 
article in the 1907 Case Courier shows a photo of the 
incline and states: “We want to talk to you about the 
case traction engine because we know it is built spe-

cially for the farmer for serviceable power and that its superi-
ority can be demonstrated. Take the matter of hill-climbing, 
for instance. That’s a condition that confronts every man who 
purposes to buy a traction engine. The illustration shows 
the Case going up a sixty per cent grade. Perhaps you think 
that’s merely a question 
of power. It’s more than 
that. It’s right construc-
tion. The rear axle is 
placed so the weight of 
the engine comes be-
tween the front  and the 
rear wheels. If it were just 
between the rear wheels, 
the engine would tip 
going up such a grade. It 
couldn’t pull a satisfac-
tory load. All gears in the 
Case engines are made of 
a semi-steel mixture not 

cast iron, which is generally used. This insures excellent wear 
while it has almost eliminated  breakage, which often proves 
expensive besides resulting in costly delays during the thresh-
ing season.”

The incline ramp at the show has been provided by the 
Western Minnesota Steam Threshers. It was built  at Larson 
Welding in Fargo, North Dakota under the guidance of Jim 
Briden and was fi rst used at the show in Rollag, Minn. in 
2006. The incline is 40 feet long and about 20 feet of it has 
a 22.5 degree incline. The top deck is about 12 feet tall. The 

incline is covered with 
bridge planking, 2-1/2 
inch cottonwood on the 
incline and 1-1/2 inch 
white oak on the top deck. 
The side frames are made 
out of 10” underground 
gas line. The main frame 
is made from 10” x 14” 
rectangle tubing from an 
old crane boom. Construc-
tion was done by about 
12 people including three 
welders working for about 
eight hours each.

The Case incline as shown in the 1907 Case Courier.
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Carl Tuttle 
will likely 
be one 
of the 
favorite 

exhibitors at this 
year’s show. He will 
bring a 40-horse 
Case traction engine 
and will be the only 
exhibitor to drive the 
high ramp incline.

Carl is from How-
ell, Michigan al-
though he lives about 
half of the year in 
Pawnee, Oklahoma. 
Howell is about 30 
miles from Lansing 
and Detroit. For 40 
years he has oper-
ated an aggregate 
business offering 
crushed stone, dirt, 
sand and gravel.

Carl bought his 
first engine when he 
was 20 years old. The engine was made in Port Huron, Mich. 
“My grandpa bought me a model when I was 8 years old and 
I would run my tinker toys and erector sets with it. Grandpa 
was a thresherman and had two steam engines,” said Carl. 
“My dad hated them as he had to work with them. The bug 
caught me and I bought my first one in 1961.”

According to Carl, the 40-horse Case could run a small 
threshing machine or a saw mill. He has had the engine for 
about 10 years and has modified it to get traction on the high 
ramp. “Pawnee, Oklahoma has the original high ramp which 
was built just like the original one by Case. “Climbing the 
ramp is just something I’ve done and it doesn’t bother me. 
You gotta have your own engine in case you wreck it. No-
body else wanted to do it because they think it is too danger-
ous,” laughed Carl. “It is a big draw for people. In Pawnee 
there are hundreds and hundreds of people to watch it.” The 
ramp is demonstrated each year at the Oklahoma Steam 
Threshers held in Pawnee.

Carl last visited Albert City in 2004 when Case was 
featured. He follows the Case Expos and is proud to say he 
hasn’t missed one in 25 years. He has also attended shows in 
Mason, Mich., Wasion, Ohio; Mt. Pleasant, Iowa and Rollag, 
Minn. Each year he tries to pick a show he has never been to.

Carl is the president of the J.I. Case Heritage Founda-
tion. “It was the spring of 1985,” as he tells the story. “I had 
friends in Pawnee. Helen Case Brigham, great-granddaugh-
ter of J.I. Case himself, and her husband and Jim Briden 

from Rollag, Minn. They wanted to start a Case club. I was 
running in the circle with the rest of them, so I decided if 
I wanted to get into the club I needed a Case. So, in 1985 I 
bought a 30-horse at auction. I worked on it for two years to 
go to the first Case Expo in 1987 at Pawnee. 

“In 1988 I bought the 110-horse so I had the smallest and 
the largest. I now have nine Case steam engines. I just contin-
ued to buy them,” he said. “They are the Cadillac of the steam 
engines, and also the most expensive.”

Carl is looking forward to seeing a great display of Case 
tractors and exhibits at this year’s show. “They had a heck of a 
collection of tractors in 2004,” said Carl. “And the Northland 
Club will bring a large collection also.”

He enjoys rebuilding the old engines. “I have an insulated 
shop, so in the winter I spend a couple three months at it. I 
usually buy an old junker. I sandblast it, rebuild the boiler and 
the rest of it as needed. I enjoy building one up from scratch,” 
he said. “It is fun to take something that has been sitting for 
50 years and looks like a mass of rust and then fix it up by 
painting it and getting it running.”

His advice to others: “Get started while you are young. It’s 
like old cars and stuff. Thirty to fifty years ago you could by 
steam real cheap, but like everything else the price has gone 
up.”

Plan to enjoy the unique demonstration as Carl drives his 
steam engine up the high ramp. The schedule will be an-
nounced and posted during the show.

Carl Tuttle to bring 40-horse 
Case Traction Engine for Incline

Carl Tuttle drives the high ramp in Pawnee, Oklahoma.
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Storm Lake Truck and Trailer

Repairing Medium and Heavy-Duty 
Trucks and Trailers

1223 E. Hwy. 7
Storm Lake, IowaPhone: 712-732-6381

Long time exhibitor Dennis Powers
will Display 30-60 Case

Becky L. Johnson
Sales Associate
Cell: 712-299-6551
beckyj1@iowatelecom.net

Donna M. Hudson
Broker 

321 N. Main
Pocahontas, IA 50574
Office: 712-335-3817

Cell: 712-358-0633
www.hudsonrealtyiowa.com

For all your realty needs

HUDSON

 REALTY

Serving Albert City and the Surrounding Areas Since 1981

On a farm in central Iowa, you’ll fi nd Dennis Pow-
ers and his wife of 48 years enjoying life. They 
live in the house built by his great-great grand-
father in 1875. The home is surrounded by a 
lifetime of collections–in the many gardens and 

trees planted by the Powers’ and the many tractors, imple-
ments and trinkets that Dennis is quite fond of.

At one time, Dennis was the implement dealer in Harcourt, 
Iowa. He has been exhibiting at the Threshermen & Collectors 
Show since 1976.  Following is the story he tells of his tractor 
restoration.

By Dennis Powers
In the summer of 1992, a 30-60 Case Gas Tractor was ad-

vertised in the Gas Engine magazine for sale. The location was 
Calgary, Alberta. I called the owner and asked a lot of ques-
tions, but did not follow up at that point. I called again in the 
fall and the tractor was still available. Over the winter I con-
tinued to think about the Case and thought maybe someone 
had bought it. Early 1993,  I decided that with spring coming, 
someone would buy the Case and at least I would like to look 
at it. I made arrangements to fl y to Calgary and look it over. 
After arriving, we drove to the owner’s home south of Calgary. 
The Case was worn in some areas and had a missing clutch 
arm and shoe; large piece broke out of the crankcase and was 
missing the water pump. The good part was that it was 98% 
complete, magneto,  lubricator, 3” Kingston carb, all brass 
oilers extension rims. Looked to me like a workable restora-
tion and after some discussion, we completed the transaction 
and I went back to Iowa. I had only been back from Calgary a 
few days when Harold Ottaway from Wichita, Kansas called 
and said “I understand you bought a 30-60 Case.” After 
telling Harold the story he said, “I understand it is missing 
the water pump, and I have one.” After recovering from this 
exciting news, I asked Harold if the pump was available and 
he said that he would bring it to the Waukee Swap Meet for 
me. I thought this would be a very hard part to come up with 
and here it was. The old engine grapevine works fast! Harold 
owned a 30-60 Case #882 at that time. The Case arrived by 

Dennis Powers with his restored 30-60 Case tractor.
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lowboy from Calgary 
in the summer of 1993 
and I was thrilled to 
have it home on the 
farm. Into the shed it 
went to await restora-
tion sometime in the 
future. In the summer 
of 2000,I decided 
to get started on the 
Case. Several other 
projects needed to be 
fi nished, but at least 
the tractor could be 
disassembled and 
the parts farmed out 
for repair. With my 
longtime friend Gary 
Winebrenner help-
ing, we took many 
photos and measure-
ments before starting. The engine went to Larson Machine 
in Fargo for a  complete rebuild. The engine was stripped to 
the bare crankcase to repair the missing 14” x 14” piece that 
was broken out and missing. A rod had gone out at one time 
and the hole had been repaired with pine boards, tin and fl at 
iron, a running repair. The Larson shop fabricated the miss-
ing piece out of steel, heated the crankcase to 500 degrees and 
brazed in the new piece. New Babbitt in the rods and main 
bearings, new wristpins, rings, valves and springs. The pistons 
and rods were weighed and matched. The counterweights 
were also weighted to the same. The crankshaft was ground 
and polished; fl ywheel and thresher pulley balanced. The bore 
was okay and 1/8” oversize. Case offered 1/8” oversize pistons 
in their parts book. All the clutch shoes had been broken and 
one was missing. New clutch shoes were made and machined 
to fi t. Other repairs were made to the ignition system, gov-
ernor and crankcase cover. The engine was fi nished and on 
display at the “Spring Steam-up” at Larson Welding in April 
2001. I weighed the engine at the elevator coming home, 
8200 pounds.

Summer 2001 the Case running gear went to D&H Spring 
in Billings, Montana for all needed repairs, which were many. 
Seven of the eight bull gear braces were broken or missing 
and the tires had begun to fl ex wearing out the bevel on the 
spokes and cracking the reinforcing band. Rear wheels were 
completely disassembled and rebuilt. Rear axle was built up 
and hubs bored to fi t. The differential wobbled and the bevel 
gears had teeth broken out. New bearing surface and bevel 
gears were made and the complete differential was run in for 
12 hours on a pipe threading machine. A new bull pinion was 
machined for the left side, right was okay. Several chipped 
transmission teeth were repaired. Some frame rivet repair was 
needed and the front wheels were bushed and Babbitt in the 
kingpins. After assembly, the running gear was pulled around 
the lot by an “L” Case to check for gear noise and fi t. All okay, 
and the running gear comes back to the farm.

After storing the repaired engine and gear for a couple years 
to fi nish up other projects, I had the running gear painted in 
January 2004 and it goes in the shop.

The radiator was junk and Curt Adams of Columbia, Mis-

souri took on that project. 
There was enough for a 
good pattern and Curt built 
a new identical radiator 
from 1/8 inch sheet iron. He 
rolled the corners, formed 
the metal and drilled and 
bolted all the rivet holes. 
The internal cooling trays 
were okay after repairs. At 
a rivet party in Missouri, 
we installed 430 rivets 
and there must have been 
at least another 100 left. 
The new Snap-on rivet gun 
got a real workout, as well 
as Curt! Curt and his dad 
Richard delivered the new 
radiator in August 2005 on 
their way to Rollag.
Cleaning, repair, assembly 

and painting of smaller parts were started in the spring of 
2005. A lot of time was spent on the igniter system and its trip 
mechanisms.   Tripper cams were rebuilt, trip hangers and 
trips machined, new trip push rods, lubricator was rebuilt, 
fuel pumps, new 20 gallon gas tank, fuel tank was repaired; 
all new gas and kerosene lines, canopy built, platform and 
fuel distributor repaired. It is now May 2005 and time to put 
the engine in running gear. The engine without the fl ywheel 
weighs 6,200 pounds, and we have a three-ton gantry that 
is hard to roll when loaded.  We decided to pick the engine 
straight up and pull the rolling tractor under it.   This worked 
fi ne.  The engine is held in with 12 machined one-inch bolts 
through the inside of the crankcase and out into the side of 
frame rail and 12 - 5/8” bolts down through the horizontal 
fl ange on the engine to the top of the frame rail. This seems 
like a major step, to have the engine and running gear togeth-
er.  Now for the small pieces, or so I thought.  Two four-inch 
exhaust pipes, a 1500 pound radiator and 2000 pounds of 
extension rims were some of the small parts left!

By spring of 2006, the radiator and all exhaust and water 
pipes complete, 13 lubricator lines to bearings done (used 50 
foot roll of 1/4” copper), and most of pin striping done.

After restoration, the 30-60 Case had its fi rst showing at the 
western Minnesota Steam Threshers Reunion in 2006.

The Machine Shop

Dick Kollbaum & Korey Kollbaum
10 NW 11th St., Pocahontas, IA

Phone: 712-335-4373

 Portable Welding
 Repair & Fabrication

 Machining
 Roller Chain

 Bolts, Bearings, Belts
 Hydraulic Hose

 Custom Hoses & Hose Repair
 Hydraulic cylinder repair and fab

The 30-60 Case tractor as it arrived on the Powers farm.
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Pleasant View Home and Countryside 
Living Independent Apartments

Phone 712-843-2237   •    410 Spruce Street

Serving the Albert City area for over 45 years!

Melvin and Mavis 
Aronson named
Parade Marshals

Melvin and Mavis Aronson stand in front of the magnolia tree–the very 
spot they were married in 1948.

Mavis and Melvin Aronson have dedicated 
many hours to the success of the Thresher-
men and Collectors Show. For years, Melvin 
has worked in the broom factory and Mavis, 
along with other ladies from the Golden Rule 

Club, has done the raffle quilt and quilt displays. “We’ve just 
always done the show,” said Mavis who also helps with the 
pies. “We are very honored to be named the parade marshals.”

The Aronsons live on Mavis’ family farm, which is also 
where she was born and where they were married in 1948. 
On this day, Mavis had just returned from the club meeting. 
The club has been going for 89 years. Mavis’ mother was a 
member and Mavis says it seems like she has been doing it 
forever. Each year the club has made a quilt and raffled it at 
the annual show. Proceeds earned by the club are donated to 
local organizations including the library, fire department and 
Threshermen.

Mavis’ parents moved to the farm in 1925. Mavis’ dad 
farmed and after he got sick with Leukemia, Melvin came 
and helped on the family farm over the weekends. Mavis 
and Melvin moved onto the farm just north of Albert City in 
1951. They farmed and raised animals and in the 70’s Melvin 
started working at the Albert City Post Office.

Mavis’ mother and father died young, her father from Leu-
kemia and her mother from Polio. 

According to Mavis, Melvin has the brain of an elephant-he 
can remember everything. He is especially good at remember-
ing dates. The Aronsons have three children: Melody Joe Bak-
er who just retired and operates a resort near Remer, Minn.; 
Miriam Bjornstad, a coordinator at a church in Dubuque, 
Iowa; and Matthew Aronson who works in social services in 
Waterloo, Iowa. Their son, Mark died at the age of eight.

“We are always busy here on the farm,” said Mavis. “If we 
get tired, we stop and rest and then go on working.” Melvin 

mows the yard, there are flower gardens to care for and rasp-
berries to pick. They enjoy bus trips where they can meet a 
lot of fun people. Mavis has always had a love for singing and 
does many solo performances. They both sing in the church 
where she has served as choir director for 20 years. They even 
sang to each other when they met at the altar for their wed-
ding ceremony.

Melvin remembers his dad having three threshing ma-
chines. “There were 8 to 10 farmers in the group,” he said. 
They had an Aultman Taylor gas tractor, an Oil Pull and a 
McCormick Deering. I was still young enough that I didn’t run 
the machines, but my brother Oliver ran them for years.”

Mavis added, “Threshing Day was so much fun. We’d wait 
to see the thresher come down the road. We would help 
bring in the bundles. I was a young girl and it was exciting to 
have something to do rather than just cooking and doing the 
dishes. I would rather be outside.”

Melvin went to country school before coming to the school 
in Albert City where he met Mavis. They went to the high 
school prom. “We have been married 63 years,” said Mavis. 
She explains the success of their marriage. “We were good 
friends first after dating for five years. We have a lot of fun. 
We’ve had heartache, but overall it’s been good. We do some-
thing different and we do a lot of things together.” They now 
dress in matching outfits for church each Sunday. “It shows 
we belong together.”

Chances are they will be wearing matching outfits when 
they appear in this year’s Threshermen’s Parade. Watch for 
them to lead the parade each day at 4:30 p.m.
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Upcoming Features—all National Shows

2012: Minneapolis-Moline Collectors Inc. 

2013: International Harvester Collectors Club 

Lester Schultz will serve 
as Feature Parade Marshal

At age 96, Lester Schultz says that being involved 
as a volunteer is what has kept him going all these 
years. Lester served on the Threshermens Board 
for six years and has been active at the show for 
many years.

He is an active member of the Laurens Kiwanis Club where 
he served as the secretary-treasurer for 15 years. And, he 
remains active in Masons as well.

“My goal now is to make it to 100,” said Lester. He was born 
in Section 19 in Plymouth County.

“I had two cousins in Albert City who had corn to be 
picked,” said Lester as he described how he got into farming. 
“We brought a Model T to Albert City and the radiator was 
leaking. Ol’ Andrew Aronson could fi x anything. It turned 
out that Roy (Lester’s brother) ended up marrying one of the 
Aronson girls and he got a job at Albert City.

“In Plymouth County, we were all dried out so I talked to 
Roy about renting a farm, I came out on a Wednesday and 
rented a place from Louis Johnson.”

During his years of farming, Lester raised corn, beans and 
some oats. “One thing about farming, you are not doing the 
same thing every day. One day you are planting corn, then you 
are feeding cattle or milking cows,” he said. “You are your own 
boss. Sure is a different ballgame today. It was that four farm-
ers were on a section, now one farmer has four sections.”

Lester remembers threshing when he was young. His dad 
and three brothers owned a threshing machine. Lester ran the 
threshing machine for 15 years. He was one of the fi rst ones to 
buy a combine. It was a Case A-6. His dad used Case tractors 
and had a CC Case tractor and then a C. After Lester came to 
the Laurens area, he stuck with the local Case dealer, Mather 
Implement.

“When I fi rst started farming, I thought I would buy a new 
tractor every year,” said Lester. One of his favorites was an 
HC Case. “I had one baler that was a gem. It had to be kept 
outside but it always ran.”

Lester’s dad once owned the Red River Special threshing 
machine used at the Threshermens Show.

�  For All of Your Insurance Needs   �

137 S. Third Street
Laurens, IA

Phone: 712-841-4568
or 800-480-4568

“Satisfi ed Policyholders”

Lester’s wife Ina, is 92 years old and is in the Hovenden 
Good Samaritan Center. They have fi ve daughters: Margaret 
who lives in Oregon and Laurens in the winter; Linda who 
passed away; Edith who lives in Minneapolis; Wanda living in 
Des Moines; and Barb who lives in Laurens.

About fi ve years ago, Lester had open heart surgery. He 
asked the surgeon if he had ever done it on someone over the 
age of 90. The surgeon replied that he had never seen anyone 
in as good of shape at that age, so the surgery was performed. 
And for the most part, Lester remains in good health which 
allows him to stay active and involved with family and friends.

Lighthouse Inn
1601 E. Lakeshore Drive
Storm Lake, Iowa

Phone: 712-732-5753
www.lighthouseinniowa.net

Across from King’s Pointe Waterpark

� ayne Benz–Proprietor

The 2011 Feature Parade Marshal is Lester Schultz, shown with his 
family farm photo and award plaques in the background.
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Enjoy another great show!

www.procooperative.com

14 locations serving your agricultural needs
 4 Car Care Centers plus overnight fueling available

Go with the Pro!

Thanks for Sharing part of 
the Good Ol’ Days!

Phone: 712-845-4915 
304 East Veterans Road, Laurens, IA 50554

Richard Iehl enjoys Special Hobby creating 
Miniature Buildings and collecting Toys

Richard Iehl of Albert City, Iowa has been collect-
ing toys since 1975. It was also about that time 
when he started the toy show at the Threshermen 
and Collectors Show.

Richard creates miniature scale buildings out 
of wood. His collection includes a bit of everything. After fi nd-
ing a building he likes, he measures it and then draws it out to 
scale before starting to cut the pieces of wood.

“It’s fun to do and it keeps me out of mischief,” said Rich-
ard. “I like to restore and rebuild the toys. One day I looked in 
the boys’ toy box and found 18 tractors that needed repair. I 
fi xed them up and have kept the collection growing.”

The fi rst couple of years, the toy show was made of just a 
few shelves. Then he saw the building on the east side of the 
grounds was empty and he saw the possibility of expanding 
the show. It later added the doll show originally hosted by a 
doll club. These years, the toy show fi lls the building and spills 
out into the yard with about 50 tables of different displays. 
The toy show includes a contest with prizes for the best dis-
play.

Richard and his wife Marsha have four children: two sons 
and two daughters. Until he retired in 1990, Richard farmed 
just six miles west of the Threshermen site. Marsha helps in 
the broom building and supports Richard with the toys.

Richard keeps his toy and building displays in his basement 
where he enjoys spending time. He has a shop out back for 
working on the pieces. He has built many Albert City build-
ings and they can be found on display at the local museum.

“If I see a building that takes my fancy, I will build it. I work 
on it whenever I take a notion,” said Richard. “I’ve built all the 
ones I wanted and need more ideas.”

He uses pine and mahogany underlayment for the build-
ings. He purchases siding from the craft store and can use 
asphalt shingles made for doll houses.

Richard and Marsha both play in the Albert City Commu-
nity Band. Richard has played the baritone since he was in 
seventh grade.

For Richard, being involved with the toy show helps him 

Richard stands with a miniature version of the Twin Lakes Christian 
Center, a challenging round barn that he built to scale. The building has 
2500 shingles, all glued by hand and varnished.

stay in contact with other collectors. He also has an interest 
in the threshing which is a lot of hard work. He enjoys the 
chance to enjoy the fellowship with others.

One of Richard’s favorite displays, a miniature version of the farm he 
grew up on. Each building includes a roof that opens to show off a 
complete interior including furnishings and people.
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 Custom Application
 Dry Fertilizer
 Anhydrous
 Liquid Fertilizer
 Seed 
 Chemical

1677 Tabor Avenue  •   Manson, IA 50563   •   Phone: 800-801-8348
Curt Dettmann •  mansonagsvc@hotmail.com

MANSON AGMANSON AGMANSON AG Services

Bring back childhood memories with a visit to the doll house 
located east of the site near the campgrounds, parking area, 
and toy show. The show is open to collectors to enter the 
display contest to win a cash prize. 

Each entry must consist of a minimum of 10 dolls and 
depict a scene, such as: a wedding, a tea party, a shopping 
spree, a BBQ, etc. There is no charge to display or enter the 
contest. If you are interested, please contact Connie Skau at 
712-289-6228.

on displayon displayDolls
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In the early 1950s, Case supplemented the Flambeau 
Red paint on its tractors with a Desert Sand color. 
These are the tractors of choice for collector John 
Ahlers of Bigelow, Minn.

His collection includes about 100 tractors in the 100, 
70 or 30 Series. He has used his expertise and his connections 
to encourage other collectors to exhibit at this year’s show. 
Although he thinks fuel prices will have an effect, he expects 
to have an even greater turn-out of Case tractors at this year’s 
show compared to the last time Case was featured here in 
2004.

The fi rst tractor John drove was a 1941 SC; a 1956 Model 
300 was the fi rst one he used for fi eld work and then, in 1969 
he learned to plow on a Case 830.

The oldest tractor John owns is a 1929 L and he owns 15-
20 letter series tractors. The rest are a variety of 100, 70 or 
30 Series. “It’s like a disease,” said John. “It’s hard to keep 
them going and we can’t use them all in a year. I like to fi nd 
an original tractor with low hours. I always have the desire to 
fi nd just the right tractor.”

John and his dad started the collection in the 70’s when 
they would buy and sell Case tractors, keeping their favorites 

and the collection has been growing ever since.
Getting to know people is one of his favorite things about 

collecting. “I have friends all over the world, including friends 
in Canada,” said John. 

John is a director of the Northland Case Collectors Club. He 
enjoys attending Case feature shows whether he shows a trac-
tor or just visits the show.

John believes every tractor has a story. Catch up with him 
at this year’s show and ask him to share a couple of them.

John Ahlers stands with a  Case 930 from 1966. The tractor has only 
1080 actual hours.

John and his son, 
Logan, are pictured 
with a Case 830. It is a 
1965 Hi-Crop originally 
from California. It is 
owned with Brad and 
Robin Morgan of Mil-
lette, South Dakota.

ATM

5101 230th 
Albert City, IA
712-843-5549

Ice
10 lb. bag

$2.19

Budweiser, Bud Light, 
MichGolden Light 

24 pack 

$18.99

Congratulations Threshermen 
on 41 years!

Crossroads of Albert City

John Ahlers likes the
two-tone Case

Locations: Albert City • Marathon • Sioux Rapids • Storm Lake
Business Office: 212 W 3rd St., Storm Lake, Iowa

Phone: 712-732-5010        •     E-mail: info@sliefert.com

Sliefert Funeral Homes
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Albert City Museum HoursFriday: 1 to 5 p.m.Saturday: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.Sunday: 1 to 5 p.m.Located at 212 2nd Street North in Albert CityPhone: (712) 843-5684John Ahlers likes the two-tone Case

Northland Case Collectors make 
Albert City home for summer show InterestingInteresting

To Visit . . .

Case Collectors

Northland

The Northland Case Collectors Club was organized in 2000 
at a meeting in Redwood Falls, Minnesota. It was decided at 
that time to involve six states in the club: Iowa, Minnesota, 
Nebraska, North Dakota, South Dakota and Wisconsin.

There are about 200 members in the club with membership 
dues of $15 per year which helps pay for a quarterly newslet-
ter.

According to club director John Ahlers, each year the club 
holds a special summer show and will usually follow the 
national Case show if it is in the area. They hold a winter and 
spring convention which includes a visit to a Case collection 
and an evening meal.

Membership information will be available at the show or 
contact club president Chuck Molitor at 881 First St. East in 
Lake Lillian, Minnesota, 56253. Or call him at 320-664-7040 
for more details.

Iowa’s #1 Ag Bank
Our seventh year!

Member FDICwww.unitedbk.com

Arthur • Carroll • Charter Oak • Churdan • Denison • Fort Dodge • Galva • Glidden • Harlan • Holstein
Ida Grove • Kingsley • Kiron • Lake City • Lohrville • Moorhead • Moville • Odebolt • Pierson

Rockwell City • Sac City • Schleswig • Storm Lake

�

Albert City Museum Hours
Friday: 1 to 5 p.m.

Saturday: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Sunday: 1 to 5 p.m.

Located at 212 2nd Street North in Albert City
Phone (712) 843-5684
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To market your corn, contact:  
Andrew Lukkes at (712) 843-5141 or Niki Ayers at (712)  843-5130

Case Tractors owned by Skip Anderson of Marathon: 1958 500B and a 1943 SI Airborne

Case: A Brief History

Jerome Increase Case was born in Oswego County, 
New York in 1819. For him the threshing machine 
was of special interest. In 1842, he left New York and 
headed to Rochester, Wisconsin. On his way, he sold 
fi ve of six groundhog threshers he had bought on 

credit. He planned to use the sixth machine to earn a living. 
After much time experimenting, Case developed a machine 

that would beat out the kernels of wheat and separate them 
from the straw. It was introduced in May 1844.

In 1847, Case built a three-story factory in Racine that be-
came the center for his farm equipment manufacturing busi-
ness. At fi rst it was titled Racine Threshing Machine Works, 
J.I Case, Proprietor. Case operated the company by himself 
until 1863, when he organized the fi rm of J. I. Case & Com-
pany, forming a partnership with Stephen Bull, Robert Baker, 
and Massena B. Erskine. 

In 1850, a Case thresher was priced at $290 to $325 com-
plete with a 2-horse tread power.

In 1869, the fi rst Case steam engine was produced. In 1876, 
Case went further and a self-propelled traction engine was 
offered.

In 1876, Case organized a new plow factory originally 
known as Case, Whiting & Company. In 1878 it became 

known as J. I. Case Plow Company. It was reorganized in 1884 
and got the title J. I. Case Plow Works.

Case died in 1891 and his will disposed of all interests in the 
J.I. Case Threshing Machine Co., and left the Plow Works to 
his family. In  1928, the J.I. Case Plow Works was sold to the 
Massey-Harris Company. Later Massey-Harris sold all rights 
to the “Case” name back to the original J.I. Case Company.

In 1910, the J.I. Case Threshing Machine Co. purchased the 
Pierce Motor Co. of Racine. Case Company renamed the auto-
mobile “Case” and utilized the company’s dealers and agents 
to sell the new line. Case automobiles came in Touring mod-
els, Sedans, Coupes, and a few sporting types of a luxury class. 
Case continued to build automobiles until the mid 1920s. 

In 1911, Case introduced the 30-60 and 20-40 models.
In 1915, the 10-20 three-wheeler was introduced and in 

1916 came the 9-18, a small compact design featuring a four-
cylinder cross-mounted engine.

Until the Model L, introduced in 1929, cross-mounted en-
gines were featured in all Case tractors. Next came the Model 
L and CC row-crop models.

Through 1936-40 the R-Series tractors were introduced fol-
lowed by the S and V-Series models.

Case acquired International Harvester in November 1984.
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Phone: 712-732-1111 or 
800-369-1455

www.grahamtire.net
401 Flint Drive
Storm Lake, IA

The Sale Barn
Realty & Auction

We sell the earth and everything on it!

Offi ce: 712-335-3117
Cell: 712-358-0974
E-mail: salebarn@evertek.net

102 E. Elm
Pocahontas, IA

www.salebarn.ncn.net

Award Winning Auctioneers 
and Real Estate Professionals

Rick and Kendra Winegarden, Owners

1420 N. Lake Ave. Storm Lake, IA
Phone: 712-732-1500 or 800-792-6808

North Lake Truck Repair
Servicing all 

Makes of Heavy 
& Medium Duty:

 Trucks, Engines & 
Trailers

 Gooseneck Trailers
 Electric Brake Trailers

An ad for the J. I. Case T. M. Company 
as it appeared in February 1916 in The 
American Thresherman and Farm Power.

Paint colors–
Case cross-mounts used a basic pattern of green and red up 

to 1922. Later tractor colors were changed to gray. In 1939, 
Flambeau Red became the standard color. In the early 1950s, 
Desert Sand was added to offer a two-tone color scheme. 
Power Red and Power White were adopted in 1974.

Logos–
In 1865 J. I. Case 

Company adopted 
the Civil War eagle 
“Old Abe” as their 
logo. The heroic bird 
seemed appropriate 
as the Case Compa-
ny’s symbol of excel-
lence to the world, 
and they adopted him 
as their trademark. 

The eagle fi rst 
appeared on a plain 
perch. Later, it was 
shown perched on 
a globe of the world 
and became the most 
famous bird in agri-
cultural history. 

In 1969, J. I. Case 
introduced a new 
series of agricultural 
tractors christened 
the “Agri - King” line. 
At the same time, the 
eagle trademark was 
retired and replaced 
by a new corporate 
symbol, the Case-
mark. This mark was 
used until the acqui-
sition of International 
Harvester, when IH 
was added to the 
symbol. And ad for J. I. Case Plow Works 

as it appeared in December 1912 
in The Threshermen’s Review.
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Most people will be surprised to see Case cars 
on display at this year’s show. One of them is 
owned by Harold and Ann Musolf who live 
near Seattle, Washington in a town called 
Bouthell. They will exhibit a 1913 Case Model 

O. It is a 40-horse touring car.
“This car has an electric starter. Cadillac was the first pro-

duction car to come with an electric start in 1912. By 1913, 
quite a few of the more expensive cars came with electric 
starters,” explained Harold. “The car sold for $2350 originally 
and it was a quality car. In 1913, Case built about 2500 cars. 
That compared to Ford who was building about 2300 per 
week.”

According to Harold, Case didn’t have a car dealer organiza-
tion and the cars were only sold through branch houses that 
sold farm equipment. So, most of the Case cars were located 
in the farming belt. “As far as we know, there are only three or 
four other 1913 cars still existing. Most of the cars left seem to 
be from 1912.”

Harold has been retired for 12 years and formerly did indus-
trial electrical repair. He has owned the car for nearly 25 years 

and has been working on it for about 23 years.
“Sometimes it’s just gathering parts and pieces. It is rela-

tively complete, but it takes a long time. I do a little work, 
then stop and do something else. We were quite close to hav-
ing it finished, but then the recession stopped us for a couple 
years.  Sometimes you get stuck needing just the right piece 
and you can’t move on until you find it or you have to make it. 
It’s a long, long process if you do it yourself.”

Harold took the car to California to put all new wood in the 
body, which took about a year. They moved to a new house 12 
years ago, and had to spend time on that so all work stopped 
on the car. But, over the years the car has been a fun hobby.

Harold also owns a 1912 Case car that was restored by his 
father in the early 60’s and a 1908 Buick. He learned to drive 
with a Model T Ford with his dad. “We’ve always had weird 
cars so to speak. When the kids were growing up we had a 
1963 Rolls Royce. Now several of our kids are involved in old 
cars. One son has a 1913 Cadillac and another has a Model T 
Ford. Another has a 1960 Mercedes.”

Harold and Ann have been married for 52 years and both 
enjoy driving the cars. Ann especially like to dress in the pe-

Case Car Exhibits may be a 
Surprise to most Show Visitors

Continue Your Passion 
For Agriculture
WITH IOWA LAKES COMMUNITY COLLEGE

1-866-IA-LAKES
www.iowalakes.edu

Emmetsburg • Estherville 
Algona • Spencer •Spirit Lake

Join the Tractor Ride
Thursday September 8th!

Go to
www.iowalakes.edu/events 

for more information!



2011 ALBERT CITY THRESHERMEN & COLLECTORS SHOW GUIDE   �    Page 17   

At Ag Partners, our primary concern is the prosperity and growth of your operation.
We know there are many resources available. From complex agronomy options

to grain marketing alternatives, it’s not a simple decision for you.
We take a proactive approach to understand all your needs and

then help you identify the best solutions.

We never take your business for granted …
at Ag Partners, we always work to earn it.

Albert City • Alta • Alton • Boyden • Calumet • Ellsworth • Emmetsburg
Fonda • Hartley • Hospers • Le Mars • Matlock • Maurice • Merrill
Orange City • Royal • Sheldon • Sioux Center • Sutherland

Our Locations

L.L.C.
Ag Partners provides products, services and market access in the areas of grain, agronomy, feed and petroleum.

We combine the advantages of a producer-owned cooperative with the strengths of an international agricultural firm.

A Proactive Approach.
Corey Hurtig, Hartley Applicator
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riod of the car they 
are taking on the 
outing. They have 
taken their Buick 
to California and 
recently returned 
from a month-long 
cruise to Europe. 
“We are thinking 
about taking anoth-
er cruise in October 
and in September 
we may do a tour 
with a local car 
club. We do things 
as we think about 
them,” he said. “We 
think that is what 
retirement is all 
about.”

The Musolfs 
last visited the 
Threshermens 
show in 2004, the 
last year that the 
Case Expo was held 
here. They will pull their car in an enclosed trailer. “This is the 
100th anniversary of the Case car and we are hoping to have 
as many as possible at the show. Typically we go to some trac-
tor shows and people look at the car and ask if it is the same 
company that made the tractor. They don’t realize that Case 
made cars,” laughed Harold. “We are coming to support the 
club and of course, Colin Johnson is a good friend of ours and 
we want to support his efforts to have  a good number of Case 
exhibits at the show.”

When coming to the shows, Harold most enjoys talking to 
people. “As far as our normal activities, our cars are drivable, 
they are usable so we do the parades and we like to sit and 
talk with people. I enjoy steam and have come close to buying 
a steam engine. We enjoy looking at the tractors and watching 
them,” Harold said.

“If you start looking at automobiles in the early years, 

everyone had a 
better idea--they 
are all different. 
Up until about 
1915  they were all 
different, all kinds 
of things that 
people attempted 
that either did or 
didn’t work. We 
enjoy showing the 
car and talking 
to people. Mostly 
enjoy going on a 
tour with a club. 
Locally, we have 
a meeting about 
once a month on 
a Saturday morn-
ing. We go out and 
drive slowly on the 
back roads, have 
lunch and a meet-
ing and drive back 
to the trailer after 
having driven 30 

or 50 miles. You are just driving along and looking at things 
and it is an easy way to spend the afternoon. You have the 
fresh air blowing in your face, you put the top down. You can’t 
believe what you can see at 15 miles per hour!”

The 1913 Case Touring Car owned by Harold and Ann Musolf.

A view of the interior.
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InterestingInteresting
Exhibit  . . .

© 2011 Meridian Manufacturing Group. Registered Trademarks Used Under License.

Brown Auctioneering
and Clerking Company

Ronnie Brown, Auctioneer
Home: 712-283-2461
Mobile: 712-260-4029
516 8th St., P.O. Box 471
Sioux Rapids, IA 50585

For personal, professional service, call:

Real Estate, Farm 
Machinery, Household, 
Antiques and Appraisals

Congratulations to the 
Albert City Threshermen & 

Collectors on your 41st Annual Show

Skip Anderson of Marathon, Iowa plans to exhibit this Case tractor. 
It is a 1943 SI Airborne tractor. He traced it back to use in the San 
Diego shipyards. The military tractor was designed to be dropped 
by a parachute. It has knobs on the front and D-rings on the back 
for lifting. This model weighs 5500 pounds.

�
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DFS is your value adding partner

Phone: 712-272-3396
167 West First St.• Newell, IA

DFS has earned a national reputation for its 
exacting quality standards, aggressive innova-
tion and unwavering commitment to exceed 
customer expectations.  We produce over 
600,000 tons of feed annually for integrated 
and independent swine and turkey producers.  
On-site ingredient testing, risk management, 
and formulation makes DFS more than a feed 
suppler–DFS is your value adding partner.

ANIMAL NUTRITION

Bed &  Breakfast



“Come Listen to the Quiet”

Just 1/2 mile north of the show site.

Innkeepers 
Merlynn & Andrea Bean

Phone: 712-843-5803
4955 210th Ave., Albert City, IA

www.campbeanbb.com

Congratulations AC Threshermen 
on your 2010 show!

CAMP 
BEAN

Come Visit Us At . . .

Main Street  •  Albert City, Iowa
Phone: 712-843-2225

The Straw Horse LLC

Enjoy the Difference–
� Crystal    � Gifts 

� Home & Swedish Decor

Nick Foster shares a 
1914 80-horse Case Steam Engine

Nick Foster and his family started tractor collecting in 1993 
when he bought a 1910 75 Case steam engine. He says there is 
some confusion as to how many of these engines are left, but 
he believes there are only four of them remaining.

He bought a 1914 80-horse Case steam engine from a friend 
two years ago. “I have always thought steam engines were 
neat and they have been a lot of fun. He also owns a Wood 
Brothers 1913 18-horse; a 1913 Avery 20-horse and an Alberta 
Special 80; along with many other tractors, implements and 
memorabilia. The 1914 engine is his favorite because he thinks 
it is easier to handle.

“These are cool,” said Nick. He went to school at Mt. Pleas-
ant to learn how to operate a steam engine. He got in a group 
that really knows steam and believes it is easier to learn how 
to do it right the fi rst time. 

They attended the Threshermen & Collectors show in 2004 
and haven’t been able to get back since then, but are looking 
forward to a return trip.

Over the last weekend of July, the Fosters host their own 
threshing bee on their farm.

“It is very satisfying to have the threshing bee. We get the 
engines out, we do threshing and plowing. There will be a 
blacksmith, live music, antique machinery and food,” said 
Nick. This is the 11th year for the event which is free and open 
to the public. The event will attract about 500 people.

“One lady visited from New York. She came up to me and 
said, ‘You changed my life, now I understand my ancestors’.” 
Whether at their threshing bee, driving in a parade, or ex-
hibiting at other events Nick gets a lot of satisfaction out of 

sharing his collection.
The Foster family farms near Jefferson, Iowa. According to 

Nick, his collection will continue to grow. “You never know 
what you are going to buy until you see it. It usually fi nds 
me!”

Above: Nick and Annette Foster 
with the 1914 80-horse Case 
steam engine. 

At right: a favorite vintage sign.
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2011 SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

Daily Events for Friday, Aug. 12, Saturday, Aug. 13 and Sunday, Aug. 14
WHAT WHEN WHERE
Registration Upon Arrival Store Building
Feature Parade 10:30 a.m. Parade Route
Games for Children 1 p.m. South of Petting Barn
Threshermen Parade 4:30 p.m. Parade Route 
Threshing with Steam & Gas Tractors Periodically During the Day West Field
Field Events  Periodically During the Day West Field
Shingle Mill Periodically During the Day NW End of Grove
Saw Mill Periodically During the Day NW End of Grove
Blacksmithing Periodically During the Day East Side of Corliss Building
Flour Milling Periodically During the Day North of Gas Station
Horses in Various Activity Periodically During the Day West Fields
Making Homemade Ice Cream Periodically During the Day Little Red Barn
Corn Picking Periodically During the Day West Field
School House Activities Schedule at School House School House 
Case Feature Displays All Day North Feature Building
Scale Size Equipment Demonstrations All Day Grounds
Antique Car Display All Day East & North of Craft Building
Antique Tractor Display All Day Grounds
Gas Engine Display All Day Grove Area
Threshermen Store All Day Store Building
Food Booths All Day Grounds
Vintage Military Vehicle Display All Day South of Petting Barn
Corliss Steam Engine All Day Corliss Building
Thieman Display All Day Brown Building North of School
Broom Making All Day East of Corn Crib
Crafts All Day Red Building and Corn Crib
Toy Show All Day Toy Building Across Road
Heritage Doll Show All Day Doll House Across Road
Quilt Show All Day Farm House
Home Displays All Day Farm House
Petting Barn All Day South of Corn Crib
Carpenter Shop All Day Store Building
Stormy Water Whittlers All Day Near Homemade Ice Cream
Incline High Ramp Demonstration To be announced West Field
Combining, raking, baling, disking, plowing To be announced West Field
Threshing with Hand-fed Separator To be announced West Field
Horse Powered Well Drilling To be announced West Field

FRIDAY:
Opening Ceremony 9:00 a.m. Flagpole by School
Entertainment – 
 Cheyenne & Adayla  12 noon Entertainment Shelter
 Kooi Family 1:15 p.m. Entertainment Shelter
 Cheyenne & Adayla 2:30 p.m.  Entertainment Shelter
Case Fun Pull after the parade Tractor Pull Track
Steam Spark Show after the pull Tractor Pull Track

SATURDAY:
Kiwanis Pancake Breakfast 7:00 – 10:30 a.m. Feed Bunk
Antique Amateur Tractor Pull 9:00 a.m. Northwest Field
Antique Appraisal Fair 9:00 a.m. Entertainment Shelter

Kids Pedal Pull 10:00 a.m. North of Craft Bldg
Entertainment – 
 Cletus Goblirsch 1:00 p.m. Entertainment Shelter
  Ralph Scott Orchestra 2:00 p.m. Entertainment Shelter
 Cletus Goblirsch 3:00 p.m. Entertainment Shelter
 Clutterbilly Band 6:00 p.m. Entertainment Shelter

SUNDAY:
Kiwanis Pancake Breakfast 7:00 – 10:30 a.m. Feed Bunk
Church Service 9:00 a.m. Entertainment Shelter
Entertainment – 
 Albert City Community Band 12 noon Entertainment Shelter
 No Name Polka Band 1:30 p.m. Entertainment Shelter
 

Special Event Schedule:
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Remembering

Newell & Sulphur Springs
Phone: 712-272-3312
Fax-712-272-3502
www.fccoop.com

See us 
for your 
grain and 
agronomy 
needs

RememberingRememberingThe early years . . .

• Free continental breakfast
• Free high-speed wireless Internet
• Truck parking
• 15 minutes from Albert City

11 East Elm Ave.
Pocahontas, IA 50574
Phone: 712-335-4665

Toll-free: 877-335-4775
Fax: 712-335-4772

www.pocahontasinnandsuites.com

Welcome Threshermen!

The early years . . .

The admissions and parking is supervised by 
members of the Albert City Lions Club and the as-

sociation expresses its thanks to them for   
doing a great job of handling the crowds of people.

Shelling corn at the second show held at the Karl 
Sundblad farm in 1972.

First food stand at the first show in 1971. 
Sold was lemonade, coffee and bars 

from a 1930 Chevrolet truck, supervised 
by Mary Ann Sundblad and Mary Lind.

Shelling corn at the second show held at the Karl 

The admissions and parking is supervised by 
members of the Albert City Lions Club and the as-

Shelling corn at the second show held at the Karl 
Sundblad farm in 1972.
Shelling corn at the second show held at the Karl 
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621 Highway 71 • Sioux Rapids
Phone: 712-283-2800

Sioux 
Food Center
and Catering

123 Main Street Phone: 712-283-2593

The popcorn stand, operated by Roy and Lillian Schultz 
at the Albert City Threshermen and Collectors Show.

Arnold Balder of Albert City using his team of 
Belgians.

1924 La France Brockway fire engine. 
Bought from a salvage yard and completely 
restored by members of the Albert City Fire 

Department. Members of the department 
have been on the grounds in case of an 

emergency.

Merill and Amy Reincking and their Farmall F-12. The popcorn stand, operated by Roy and Lillian Schultz 

Belgians.
have been on the grounds in case of an 

emergency.



Page 24   �   2011 ALBERT CITY THRESHERMEN & COLLECTORS SHOW GUIDE

Snook’s
Carpet & Furniture

West Okoboji
712-332-7530

Sioux Rapids
712-283-2584

Let us help create your 
space for living!

J.I Case Heritage Foundation 
celebrates 25 years

Proud to Support the Proud to Support the Proud to Support the 
Threshermen!Threshermen!Threshermen!

Proud to Support the 
Threshermen!

Proud to Support the Proud to Support the Proud to Support the 
Threshermen!

Proud to Support the 
Threshermen!

Proud to Support the 
Threshermen!

Proud to Support the Proud to Support the Proud to Support the 
Threshermen!

Proud to Support the 

Fun and friendship. According to Carl Tuttle, presi-
dent of the Case Heritage Foundation, that’s what 
members get out of the club.

“It started out with a bunch of guys that wanted 
a Case club,” said Carl. “The Heritage Foundation 

had their fi rst show 1987 in Pawnee, Oklahoma. We have 
1850 members. The Collectors Club has about that many 
members also. Then there is the Northland Case Club. A lot of 
people belong to all the clubs.”

The fi rst Case Heritage Expo featured what is believed to 
be the largest gathering ever of Case cross-mount and other 
vintage Case gas tractors.

The Case Heritage Foundation is celebrating its 25th an-
niversary while at the Albert City Threshermen & Collectors 
Show. 

A banquet will be held Saturday evening at 7 p.m. at the 
home of Colin and Mary Johnson near Albert City. Tickets to 
the banquet and membership information will be available in 
the Feature Building.

Next year the Expo will be held at the Ozark Steam-o-rama 
with the Ozarks Steam Engine Association in Republic, Mis-
souri.

BARGLOFF
AND COMPANY

123 Sundown Rd.
Storm Lake, IA
712-732-5466

 Commercial 
 Building and
 Grain Storage Systems

 On-farm Grain Storage Systems

ImprovementsImprovements
Before the show  . . .

The broom building got a face lift this summer. The work was done 
by volunteers with a grant from the Buena Vista Community Foun-
dation helping to purchase the supplies. The original building is 
over 130 years old and was a gift from Floyd Davis of Marathon.

�

City of Albert City

Friends of Albert City 
Threshermen & Collectors
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Saw Mill continues to be
a Popular Attraction

Anytime the saw mill is in operation, a large crowd 
will be gathered to watch. Maybe it’s the partial 
shade, the large steam engine or the action of the 
large cutting blade that attracts the viewers.

Mick Sundblad oversees the saw mill operation, 
an event that has been going since the late 70’s. The Reeves 
saw mill was donated by Doc Murphy, a collector from the 
Council Bluffs area.

“I do it because my grandpa (Karl Sundblad), and my dad, 
(Keith Sundblad), were the ones that set it up and installed 
it,” said Mick. “I do it because they were doing it and because 
I enjoy it.”

There are only a few engines that can run the saw mill be-
cause of the steady pull required. It needs to be a larger steam 
or gas tractor, but anyone who has a belt pulley is welcome to 
run the saw mill.

Mick explains that there are many things to check and 
watch when cutting up a tree. It is important to keep the blade 
sharp so it doesn’t pull on the log. It is also important to oper-
ate the blade at the correct speed. 

“Each blade is hammered to run at a specifi c speed,” said 
Mick. “It puts a slight dish in the blade so when it hits the cor-
rect speed it makes a straight cut. The blades have removable 
teeth so if they get damaged they can be replaced. We have 
only had to buy one blade, about 10 years ago but it came at a 
price of $1700.”

There are two blade sizes, a 48” blade gives an 18” cut and 
the large 56” blade gives a 22” cut.

“People enjoy seeing a big timber cut into 20” boards. It 
cuts pretty fast and people are interested in watching.”

Trees can weigh up to a ton and can be up to 32” wide and 
16 feet long. Logs may be pine, walnut, ash or oak. One year 
he cut up an apple and pear tree. Cottonwood is cut for the 
lathe mill and cedar is cut for use in the shingle mill. The 
lumber has been used to build the Flour Mill building and face 
other buildings on the grounds.

Anyone wishing to have lumber milled is welcome to bring 
it in before the show. Contact Mick at 712-299-1078.

Mick Sundblad, (center), uses his expertise to work in the saw mill.

1115 N. Lake Ave.
Storm Lake, IA
Phone: 712-732-3261

• Diesel Fuel
• Gasoline
• LP Sales & Service
• Oil Sales & Service
• Batteries
• Antifreeze

119 W 6th St * P.O. Box 584 
Storm Lake, IA 50588 

(888) 752.4692 
VisitStormLake.com 

   While you are here, visit some of  
    Storm Lake’s best attractions! 

 

 Explore the Living Tree Museum and the Tree Sculptures  
 Take a stroll on the Hike & Bike Trail along the shore 
 Take a break in one of our public lakeshore parks 
 Tour The Harker House & The Witter Gallery 
 Enjoy the lake and King’s Pointe WaterPark 
 Eat at one of our many restaurants 
 Visit Buena Vista University 
 Go shopping  
 Discover How Life Should Feel in Storm Lake! 

We invite you to return to Storm Lake for  
upcoming events!  For a full listing of events, go to                      

VisitStormLake.com  
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CROP-HAIL•PROPERTY-CASUALTY•LIFE-HEALTH•LONG TERM CARE PROTECTION

Lori 
Hopkins

Brian 
Johnson

Shawn 
Behrendsen

Katie
Rosenboom

Lisa
Zeman

Stacy 
Beschorner

Hwy. 3 East, Pocahontas
PHONE 712-335-9915

1-866-335-9915
FAX 712-335-9918 

hopkinsinsurance.com

Insuring Your Success!!

 Crop-Hail

 Property-Casualty

 Life-Health

 Long Term Care 
Protection
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Insuring Your Success!!

Quiltson display

The Golden Rule Club of Albert City 
will once again display quilts in the 
farm house. The club also holds a 
quilt raffle with tickets selling for 
only $1. Stop by the house this year, 
check out the beautiful work and 
purchase your ticket for a chance at 
this special prize.
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Albert City Threshermen and Collectors!

www.rancofertiservice.com
701 Highway 71, Sioux Rapids, Iowa 50585  

Norm Hays will bring a 1925 Model X
Case Touring car from Colorado

In November 2007, Norm got instructions on how to start and drive the 
car before leaving New York and heading back to Colorado. It  took one 
week to complete the trip–three days out and three days back plus one 
day of negotiating, loading etc. 

Norm Hays and his wife Diane live near Vernon, 
Colorado, a small town in the Eastern part of 
the state. They have farmed there for 35 years 
and are starting to slow down by renting the 
farm and pasture. They have always farmed and 

still hobby farm with Case and Case-IH equipment. Their fi rst 
tractor was a 500 Case which they still own and would like to 
restore.

When they were fi rst married and lived near Denver, they 
were involved with old Ford cars and belonged to the local 
Model A Ford and Early V-8 Ford auto clubs.  After they stat-
ed farming they found the local interest was in antique farm 
machinery rather than cars, so they started collecting Case. 

They restored a 1949 LA Case in 1993 for the Vernon Cen-
tennial. Diane’s father bought that tractor new in 1951 from 
the Coop in Haigler, Nebraska. Since then, they have added 
a 1939 RC and 1941 D to their restored Case collection plus a 
few others still awaiting restoration.  “We have a few non-Case 
antique tractors in our shed,” admitted Norm.

“My interest in Case automobiles began in 1999 when I was 
given the duty to contact Case car owners and persuade them 
to bring their cars to the J. I. Case Heritage Summer Reunion 
that year in Yuma, Colorado. In the process, I came in contact 
with Bob Ellis in High Hill, Missouri. He was then in the pro-
cess of restoring his fourth Case car. After much persuasion, 
he brought his 1916 model to the show along with Jim West-
fall of Hartville, Ohio who brought out a 1915 model. Bob and 
Jim were good friends and I visited with them several times 
over the next few years. When Bob became terminally ill, he 
offered to sell me a 1917 Case car, a fi fth Case car he was re-
storing. I agreed to purchase the partially restored car (which 
is still partially restored), and also acquired the responsibility 
of maintaining the Case Car Registry that Bob and his nephew 
had acquired from Leo Hussong.”

Now Norm has added two other Case cars. One is a very 
rough original 1914 model S, 35-horse touring car from New 
York. The other is a 1925 Model X touring car that came from 
Ohio in 2010. It was restored in the 1960’s and it is the car 
that will be coming for this year’s show in Albert City.

Norm and his son also attend the Tri-State Antique En-
gine and Engineers Show at Bind City, Kansas. They have a 
Rumely steam engine stored at the site. Norm and Diane are 
also involved with the Vernon Olde Tyme Saturday Celebra-
tion which is held the third weekend in August. Diane is the 
treasurer and he is the chairman, both jobs requiring many 
hours of planning.

Norm and Diane last attended the show in 2009 for the Ru-
mely Feature since they have some Rumely equipment. They 
have also become friends with fellow Case car collector Colin 
and Mary Johnson. They are looking forward to attending this 
year’s show so they can meet and visit face to face with other 
Case car owners.

Here is photo of Diane and our Case car next to a 20-40 Case tractor at 
the Pawnee, Oklahoma show in 2010.  It shows the comparison in size 
of equipment. 
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Clutterbilly band takes the stage for 
Saturday evening entertainment

The Clutterbilly Band of Central Iowa will perform 
at this year’s Threshermens Show. They will start 
at 6 p.m. on Saturday evening. The band claims to 
be a hillbilly country music group.

“We are a group of guys who love country mu-
sic,” said member Chris Hoyle. “We have a great time and play 
all kinds of music from oldies like Faron Young to the new 
stuff of the  Zac Brown Band.  All songs we play are dance-
able and are favorites for someone in the crowd. We play line 
dances, waltzes, two step and swing. We put on a great show 
and the audience won’t be disappointed!”

Clutterbilly has been playing together for nine years. All the 
members have come from other bands except for the singer 
who is in his fi rst group. They added a sound tech almost two 
years ago because of their growth and popularity.

“We all have family members that have loved and played 
some type of music. It is kind of bred into us,” said Chris.  

“Brad also has built a recording studio in his basement which 
is where we will be recording our second CD sometime later 
this year.”

The band  wants to get their music out to as many people as 
possible and enjoy music and entertaining. Clutterbilly plays 
all over the state of Iowa and into the neighboring states as 
well. 

If you want to check them out before the show, visit their 
website at www.clutterbillyband.com.

Other entertainment under the shelter will be:
Cheyenne & Adayla Schroeder from South Dakota play 

mandolin, guitar and dobro. Their old-time vocals are sup-
ported by simple acoustic instrumentation. Being infl uenced 
by bluegrass, folk and Americana music, they enjoy 
traditional classics as well as per-
forming their own original music. 
They will perform on Friday at 12 
noon and at 2:30 p.m.

The Kooi Family will perform at 
1:15 on Friday. The group is made 
up of Nikolass, 14; Meia, 13; Joseph, 
13 and Anika, ag 12. The family 
has been performing for over fi ve 
years and sing southern gospel and 
hymns. They are the children of 
Terry and Julie and come from 
Inwood, Iowa.

Cletus Goblirsch is a con-
certinist from New Ulm, Minn. 
and he will perform at 1 and 
3 p.m. on Saturday. Ralph 
Scott Orchestra will perform 
big band music at 2 p.m.

The Albert City Commu-
nity Band will perform at 12 noon on Sunday and provide 
music during the worship service. At 1:30 p.m. Sunday, the 
No Name Polka Band, led buy Norm Hogrefe of Storm 
Lake will perform.The Clutterbilly Band
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Lenz family share the Tractor
Collecting Hobby

Crop Insurance is our Specialty–not our side line. We have agents 
who are active farmers and understand your needs. 

TrustTrustExperienceExperience
Knowledge

TrustExperience TrustTrust
KnowledgeKnowledgeKnowledgeKnowledgeKnowledge

Bob Johnson Agency, Inc.
Hwy. 3 West in Pocahontas

Phone: 712-335-3135 or 800-383-8402
www.bobjohnsonagency.com

Call us for all your needs.

The 1913 20-40 Case that appears on this year’s Col-
lectors button is owned by Bruce Lenz of Manson, 
Iowa. He bought it in 1993 from David City, Ne-
braska. Over fi ve years, he dismantled and restored 
the tractor.  Helping him with the restoration was 

Don Jondle, also of Manson. Bruce brought it to the show in 
Albert City in 1999 and it has been there ever since.

This year he will also bring a 1917 Model 12-25 which is 
more scarce. He believes it is one of maybe 50. It was pur-
chased from a family near Cedar Rapids and it took 17 years of 
negotiating before the deal was made.

“Stuff is only original once,” he said. So the tractor has not 
been restored.

He also has a 1925 Case 18-32. It belonged to his grandfa-
ther who was a fanatic about taking care of it. He covered it 
with canvas every night. “That’s why it is in such good shape. 
He’d wipe it down every day. He’d also cover the threshing 
machine so it wouldn’t get dew on it,” told Bruce. “I remem-
ber grinding feed and we put a baler on it in 1960. That was 
the last time it did any work.” He started taking it to shows in 
1986.

He also owns a 1916 Avery which is all original and came 
from New Mexico. It is the favorite tractor of Bruce’s wife, 
Rosie. Their son, Ethan is 14 and he saw that model at a show 
in Butterfi eld and liked it. They then saw it on sale in Denver 
and went out to buy it.

Ethan is an avid Case fan and claims to have been to the 
Threshermen & Collectors show every year of his life ex-
cept one. The Lenz’ go every year as a family and come early 
enough to help unload the buildings and prepare for the show.

“I like the camaraderie,” said Ethan. “The tractors are good 
and you get treated nice. If something breaks, everyone is 
there to help–it’s like family.”

Ethan has learned a lot about the tractors from working 
with his dad. He also reads several antique tractor and collec-
tor magazines. He is also active in baseball which keeps the 
family busy in the spring.

The Lenz family lives on Bruce’s family farm where he has 

lived all his life. Bruce recently had a stint put in and has 
counted on Ethan to help out with work around the farm. 

He stated, “I like to collect things that have steel wheels and 
only goes two miles an hour. It’s all about the chase. The fun-
nest part is in the hunting, then doing the mechanical work.”

The Lenz family has plenty 
of tractor stories to share.

Ethan chimed in, “Remem-
ber when we drove the 12-25 
off the loading dock . . .” 

“We could have gone all 
day without hearing that!” 
quipped Bruce.

Bruce and Ethan Lenz with the 1917 Model 12-25.

The 1913 20-40 Case appears on 
this year’s Collectors button.
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Marc G. Bertness, CCA
Certified Crop Advisor
Sales Rep for Pioneer® Brand Products

Bertness Ag Center
512 Hwy 71

Sioux Rapids, IA 50585
Office Phone: 712-283-2840

Mobile: 712-390-2840
E-mail: marc.bertness@plantpioneer.com

Wally Beirnacki takes the Long way to bring 
his Scale Case Steam Tractor to the Show

Phone: 712-283-2820• 112 1st. Street • Sioux Rapids

Threshermen: you have built 
a great show over the years.

Congratulations!

Sioux Lumber

Pocket ofPocket of
Po��e�

Phone: 712-843-2226 • Downtown Albert City

Stop in and visit us!

Pocket of
Po��e�

� Gifts 
� Fresh fl owers
� Spring greenhouse
� Greeting cards

� Jewelry
� Home decor
� Garden fl ags
� and more!

One might say that Wally Beirnacki took the long 
way to get to this year’s show. About six weeks 
ago he left his home east of Toronto, Canada to 
visit six shows. He started with a show in Florida 
and planned to work his way up to shows in Ohio 

and Indiana before arriving in Albert City. After this show he 
will head to Rollag, Minn. and then make it back to Ontario 
for the International Plowing Match.

“I will then hang up my skates until the middle of January,” 
said Wally.

He has an Airstream Land Yacht pulling a trailer behind for 
his toys. His traveling companion is his border collie, Diesel.

Wally plans to exhibit a 1/4 scale 65-horse Case steam trac-
tor, hay baler, drag, water pump, generator and lots of play 
toys. Thirty years ago, he spent about two years building his 
scale-sized tractor. “There’s a lot of 1/4 scale. This is the most 
exact you will see in North America. It is built to the letter 
with no deviations. It has been certifi ed by Case for authentic-
ity.” 

He had friends who made patterns of wood which he took to 
the foundry for casting.

He expects that someday his grandchildren will take over 
his collection. “My grandsons will more than likely take over 
all my toys.  They can fi re the engine just as well as I can. The 

kids love it. They have fun, it’s not a job for them.”
“I just turned 77,  and I started collecting when I was 15 

years old,” said Wally. “I collected and I collected, I enjoyed 
it and had my fun. It is a chance to meet nice people at the 
shows. That’s what life is all about. My dad had Case tractors 
and he had come home with one torn apart. The mechanics 
and steam interested me so I just followed. I’ve had  a lot of 
fun with it so why not continue?

“You can never have too many toys. When you pass away, 
the guy with the most toys is the winner. I’m on my way 
there!”

Wally is strictly a Case collector and serves as the vice-pres-
ident of the J.I. Case Heritage Foundation. “Whatever you do, 
it’s your choice and you should have fun with it,” said Wally. 

Other advice from Wally, “ Whatever  your hobby is, just 
pursue it. If you have a wife, remember you must do it with 
your wife. You must look after your wife. My wife liked live 
theater and we would go. She liked antique spinning wheels 
and kerosene lamps. It’s a two-way street. You can’t just do 
what you want to do. Do things for her too, sometimes guys 
forget about that. It takes two.” Wally lost his wife 12 years 
ago.

Wally visits many shows and enjoys meeting lots of friends. 
“As long as I can maneuver, away I go,” he said. This year he’ll 
park his motor home at Colin Johnson’s. He was last at Albert 
City four years ago. “ I’d like to go back every year, but my 
motor home has 150,000 miles and is 3-1/2 years old. I can 
only do so many shows per year.”

Wally plays with antique cars also. “I don’t do as much. I 
want to go and drive them.  You have to sell something else 
and go by some gas so you can drive. I like some action.”

Wally was in the diesel power equipment business. He fi n-
ished high school and had a bit of university education. “I am 
very mechanical, give me a half hour and I’ll fi x it for you.”

He ran his own successful business for 35 years which was 
rewarding. “I built quality. It wasn’t the cheapest. I buy on 
quality not on price. My dad always said do it fi rst class or 
don’t do it at all.”
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Laurens Equipment
Phone: 712-845-2643 or 800-642-6348

Hwy. 10 West in LaurensSALES, PARTS AND SERVICE

Congratulations on your 
41st Annual Show!

A good neighbor to the 
Albert City Threshermen 
and Collectors Show.

During the show in 2010, the only thing he wanted to do was get out and work with his tractor. Here, young Elijah Erickson plows 
with his fifth-generation 1936 John Deere B. Also shown plowing is his grandfather, Mark plowing with his 30-60 Aultman-Taylor. No 
matter the age, the annual Threshermen & Collectors Show is fun for every member of the family.

FamilyFamilyTradition . . .
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First National Bank
Rembrandt, IA
712-286-5491

MEMBER FDIC

211 Main
Albert City
712-843-2284 Clausen

HARDWARE
and Service

Window & Screen Repairs

• Electrical
• Plumbing
• Heating

• Air Conditioning
• Trencher
• Backhoe

Antique Appraisal Fair is new for 2011

Whether you want to have your antique item 
appraised, or you just want to sit and watch 
as items are appraised, this year’s antique 
appraisal fair should be a great time.

It will be in the entertainment shelter 
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. with a break during the Feature Parade 
at 10:30 a.m.

Anyone wishing to have an item appraised can register 
before the show by calling 712-843-2076. There is a limit of 
three items per person and a fee of $3 per item. There is no 
charge to watch the event with your paid gate entry.

Terry Applegate from LeClaire Antiques and Appraisals will 
be doing the appraising. She owns the quaint antique store 
located on Hwy. 67 in LeClaire, Iowa.

Terry says, “We have a warm and friendly store where you 
can buy items of history for use in today’s homes.” She has 
been in the antique business for 35 years and has been a certi-
fi ed appraiser for 12 years.

She does appraisal fairs and other public  speaking venues 
about ten times a year.  

Terry explains that an Antique Fair is somewhat like Public 
Television’s, Antique Roadshow.

“We view individual’s items and as I share the value we also 
learn about identifi cation, history and care of those items. 
Many people are surprised by the value of their items.  Most 
are worth more than people think and a few are worth consid-
erably less than expected by the owners. You can usually tell 
their reactions by their expressions.”

The most unusual thing she has appraised was ‘hunting 
dogs’ during a divorce appraisal.  The oldest thing was a 
side saddle stirrup from the time of Napolean III.  The most 
historic item was letters and a book from ‘Charter of the 
Provence of Massachusetts Bay in New England Acts and 
Laws 1692-1759’ written by Joseph O. Jones who is a forefa-
ther of Abraham Lincoln.

She enjoys fi nding unique items, sharing their history and 
helping people in a fi scal and emotional way to deal with their 
family treasures.

“I have learned that stories and family connections are more 

important than intrinsic values of an item, and if you are not 
sure you want to part with an item to keep it.  You can always 
sell it later but you can’t get it back if you sold it,” she advises. 

“Remember that it’s equally important to know how to 
dispense or disperse your collection as it is to insure it.  More 
families are hurt over who gets what from an estate than 
families are hurt by the fi nancial loss of an antique.  A little 
forethought or discussion can make a smooth and memorable 
transition of ownership and the stories that go with it.”

She believes people enjoy collecting antiques for the ‘hunt’, 
the joy of collecting and the stories or history an item por-
trays.

To learn more about Terry and her antique store, you may 
visit her online at www.leclaireantiques.com

Appraisal Fair
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Ask for Genuity® Traits in your Channel® Seed.
ALWAYS READ AND FOLLOW PESTICIDE LABEL DIRECTIONS. Genuity and Design® is a registered trademark of Monsanto Technology LLC.  

Channel® and the Arrow Design® and Seedsmanship At Work™ are trademarks of Channel Bio, LLC. ©2010 Monsanto Company.

At Channel, we get to know you and your farm �rst. Then we use that 
knowledge to provide you with expert hands-on service and support and 
industry-leading seed products, to help you get the most out of every acre. 
Channel® is more than a seed brand. It’s Seedsmanship At Work.™  

FUTURE
Access to

technology

FOCUSED
on your success

Gary Sundblad
Seed & Technology Advisor

712-260-1145
Phone: 712-841-4373

117 S. Third St. in Laurens

Albert City 
Threshermen & 

Collector’s 
on your 
41st Year!

Laurens House 
of Print Ltd.

Serving your  printing 
needs with old-

fashioned service!

There’s always lots to eat and 
drink while visiting the show

Food has always been a 
part of the Thresher-
men’s Show and this 41st 
year will continue on that 
tradition.

The largest food stand is the 
Threshermen’s Café just west of the 
gate. Here you’ll fi nd a large menu 
including: turkey fi llets, sloppy joes, 
chips, and of course, homemade 
pie. They’ll be serving donuts for 
breakfast. The café opens at 8 a.m. 
and closes in the evening after the 
crowds settle down. 

It takes about 100 volunteers to 
pull off serving all of the show visitors. There are volunteers 
who bring pie, and many who come to cook and serve the 
meals.

Other food items
The snack stand located in the registration building offers 

stuffed baked potatoes, polish sausage, popcorn, and candy 
bars. 

Robert & Beverly Duckstein from 
Pasco, Wash. will cook up Kettle 
Korn again this year.

New for this year, Jerry and Doris 
Holmes from Clarion, Iowa will be 
serving up traditional fry bread.

Located in the middle of the trac-
tor displays you will fi nd the Feed 
Bunk. Here is the place for rib-eye 
steak sandwiches and pork burgers 
which are served by the County Pork 
Producers and Beef Producers.

A refreshment stand is also lo-
cated on the corner near the Feature 
Building.

On the south end of the grounds, the youth groups will serve 
pizza, funnel cakes, pop and lemonade.

The Laurens Kiwanis Club will serve a pancake breakfast on 
both Saturday and Sunday.

Good after a meal or anytime is the homemade ice cream 
served by the Threshermen. Watch them make it just north of 
the registration building at the Little Red Barn.

The Laurens Kiwanis Club serving the pancake breakfast.



Page 34   �   2011 ALBERT CITY THRESHERMEN & COLLECTORS SHOW GUIDE

Enj�  it at the show!

InterestingInteresting
To Visit . . .

�

The L, M, & O Railroad Museum is open by appointment. 
To arrange a visit, call one of the following numbers:

Phone (712) 299-1941
Phone: (712) 289-2891
Phone: (712) 289-2246

The L, M, & O Railroad Museum is located 
nearby in Marathon. The museum has 
been a project of the Lind, Maiden,  and 
Okerberg families and opened in 1996.

It features a depot from Pocahontas that  
is fully outfitted including the tools, ticket-
ing and passenger areas.

There is 1,000 feet of track with working 
lights and switches and visitors can actu-
ally take a ride around the track.

The museum includes an all-wood execu-
tive car from the 1880s and much memo-
rabilia from Marathon including an original 
ice house and shoe shop.
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Find us at  www.extension.iastate.edu/
Iowa State University Extension –   
(      )      Office Hours

itstartswith
THEENVIRONMENT

IOWAENVIRONMENT

Iowa State University Extension programs are available to all without regard to race, color, national origin, religion, sex, age, or disability

A17e 2/10

EXTENSION PROGRAMS BENEFIT ALL IOWANS

itstartswith
EXTENSION

Iowa State University 
Extension teaches...
Best practices in pesticide and manure application, which have  
a positive impact on Iowa. 
Citizen-led watershed management programs to ensure clean 
water for generations to come. 
Communities and farms struck by floods and tornadoes so they 
can make difficult recovery decisions. 

Through ISU Extension programs, 

Iowans improve 
tomorrow’s world 
today.

BuenaVista
Buena Vista County

712 732-5056 Monday to Friday 8:00 AM -4:30 PM

Andersons to bring two 
Steam Engines to show

Kevin and Donna Anderson and their sons, Kory and Scott, 
will be bringing two steam engines to the show. They will 
bring a 1913 30 model and a 1923 50 model.

Kevin says, “I have always liked Case steam tractors for 
many reasons. Ease of operation, parts commonality, they are 
good looking, and I grew up with them.”

Present Case engines in the Anderson collection include:
1913-30; 1919-40; 1923-50; 1910-60; 1915-65; 1910-75; 

1913-80; 1911-110 and a 1904 150 model.
“The 150 project is just getting a good start. The boiler is 

just fi nished and we are making patterns and starting on cast-
ings this year,” said Kevin.

“We will be doing a presentation at the Case banquet during 
the show. Many people are thinking that we will never make 
this project happen. They’ll have to come to the banquet to 
fi nd out!”

The reason they are attending the show is the great people 
that put the show on and all the wonderful friends  they plan 
to see.

The Andersons are from Andover, South Dakota where they 
do professional farming and manufacturing of farm machin-
ery. Learn more about them at www.Andersonindustries.com.

Top photo: The 1913 30 Case. It came from Webster Hillman from north Arkansas and was 
restored in the early 80’s by John Hall from Missouri.

Bottom photo: The 1923 Case 50 purchased on Steam Engine Joe’s sale and restored by 
the Andersons.
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For more than 65 years, we have 
provided insurance and investment 
products and services to help meet your 
needs through all the stages of your life.

Registered Representative/Securities and services offered through EquiTrust 
Marketing Services, LLC,* 5400 University Ave., West Des Moines, IA 50266, 
877/860-2904, Member SIPC
*Company of Farm Bureau Financial Services

Mike Behrens, Agent
Phone: 712-843-9711 •  209 Main Street   •   Albert City, IA

The story of a 1918 Case 9-18 Crossmotor 
that Sat in the Cow Lot for over 30 years

The story starts in 1918 when a Case 9-18 was built 
in Racine, Wisc. The tractor was shipped to a 
dealer in Central Iowa. The tractor was sold to a 
farmer in the area. I do not know the name of the 
fi rst owner or the dealer that it was purchased 

from. In May of 1920, it was probably traded in on a new A-C 
or Oil Pull at the Brubaker and Sons Implement dealership 
at Prairie City, Iowa located about 20 miles southeast of Des 
Moines.

About this time, grandfather wanted to upgrade the farm 
operation with a tractor. Grandfather went to the Brubaker 
and Sons Implement, purchased the two-year old 1918, 9-18 
Case Crossmotor for $825. A lot of money back in those days. 
I have the original receipt and check for the purchase of the 
tractor. 

The farm consisted of about 200 acres with corn, oats, hay, 
and pasture. It had hogs, beef cattle, cow-calf, dairy cows, 
chickens, ducks and other critters. 

I don’t know much about the early life of the tractor. Dad 
did tell me that he drove the tractor on the grain binder. He 
said it beat the horses but was very hot to drive because of the 
engine heat coming back to the driver. The 9-18 Crossmotor 

has side covers on the engine. In the early 1940s, dad did say 
that he belted the tractor to the hammer mill to grind feed for 
the animals.

At some time, I am guessing the 40’s, the old Case was 
retired to the cow lot where it stood and anchored a number 
9 wire that went from the tractor to the end of the hay fork 
carrier track. The hay barn was long and the carrier was hard 
to pull back out of the barn for the man on the hay rack with a 
load of hay. On the wire was a pulley and a 5-gallon bucket of 
rock attached to a wire attached to the hay fork carrier. This 
weight helped pull the fork carrier out of the barn to the hay 
rack. Haying was a full summer job. Dad and four neighbors 
owned a Case wire-tie baler together. The baler was a manual 
wire-tie. A man rode on each side poking and tying the wires. 
I was just old enough to remember how dirty these men were, 
often riding the baler for a short time. After a time, the gang 
bought a twine tie baler. About this time, I was getting old 
enough to drive the tractor on the baler.

As a boy I played on the old Case in the cow lot. It was 
possibly a good thing that the cow lot was a distance from 

As told by Delwyn Van Zante

Phone: 712-732-3022  •  Downtown 5th & Lake
MEMBER 
FDIC

For all of your 
Agricultural 

Financial needs, 
We’re your 

Community Bank

Agricultural 
Financial needs, 

We’re your 
Community Bank
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1420 East Richland St.
Storm Lake, IA
Phone: 712-732-4059

Excavating • Heavy • Grading • Material Contractors
Water-Sewer • Tiling • Trucking

LUNDELL
CONSTRUCTION CO., INC.

www.citizensFNB.com
Member FDIC. Non deposit investment products are not FDIC insured, may go  

down in value, and are not guaranteed by any government agency.       

East 5th & Lake Ave. 
Storm Lake, IA 50588  

(712) 732-5440 

 ...FOR A REASON!

Farm Land Loans 

100 East 2nd St. 
Early, IA 50535 
(712) 273-5500 

Crop & Hail Insurance

Experience you can trust.
WHY?

Because we farm too!

Dealer Loans 

Farm Machinery Loans 

the shop. I didn’t have the 
temptation to take some 
wrenches and take the old 
Case apart.

The crank was always on 
the tractor and Dad would 
walk by it to get the dairy 
cows to be milked or to 
feed them hay. Dad would 
sometimes stop and crank 
the old Case. If it was stuck 
he would get some fuel oil 
and pour it in the engine 
and free it.

Over the years, the 
Brubaker Bros. tried to 
buy the old Case, but dad 
wouldn’t sell it. “Thanks, 
Dad.” Dad passed away in 
2004.

Sometime in the 70’s the 
old Case was pulled out of 
the cow lot and put in the old shop for possible restoration. 
Years went by and restoration didn’t happen. In the 80’s 
the roof of the shop started to fall in. It was decided to have 
the Brubaker Bros. do the mechanical restoration and Lyle 
Dumont of Sigourney, Iowa would do the sandblasting and 
painting.

The old Case had all the tin work which was badly rusted. 
It was decided to rebuild the fenders, side panels, hood, and 
radiator shroud with new tin. We had the old to use for pat-
terns. The radiator core looked good but old and rotten, had 
to replace with a new core. The engine has new rings and runs 
like new. The magneto was off and was supposed to be in the 
old shop, but couldn’t be found. My guess is the magneto was 
used on another old tractor or was sold. I had to settle for a 
Fairbanks Morse magneto which works fine.

The old Case has a water wash air cleaner. We managed to 
salvage the main body of the air cleaner. A new top from Le 
Feabor of Peachbottom, Penn. fixed the top.

The old Case has all the lugs on the rear wheels, which 
makes it hard to handle. I decided to put road bands over the 
inside row of lugs for ease of handling. 

The fenders were rebuilt by Tired Iron of Bristol, Ind. The 
hood was rebuilt by Bill and Lawrence Van Zante of Ring-O-

Matic Mfg. of Pella, Iowa.
The hood was painted by 

Van Haaften Racing of Ot-
ley, Iowa. Most of the other 
tin work was rebuilt by Lyle 
Dumont of Sigourney.

There were about 5800 
9-18 Crossmotors built from 
1916 to 1918. The old Case 
has been in restoration for 
the past 15 years. The Van 
Zante Farm is a Century 
Farm and we are proud to 
still own the first tractor on 
the family farm. 

The old Case was shown 
at Ageless Iron in Ankeny 
in 2000; at the Mahaska 
County Fair at Oak, Iowa in 
2002; and was featured in 
the Vintage Farm Tractor 
calendar in March 2005. It 

was the feature tractor of the Red Rock Threshers Club at the 
2008 Tulip Time Parade in Pella and was at the Old Threshers 
show in Mt. Pleasant, Iowa in 2008.

The tractor is owned by Delwyn and Laurel Van Zante and 
their son Jeff. It was previously owned by Delwyn’s father 
Hessel and grandfather, Tone who died in 1966. The Van 
Zantes live in Otley, Iowa and will be attending this year’s 
Threshermen & Collectors Show.

The 1918 Case 9-18 Crossmotor will be exhibited this year.
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Serving Laurens and the Surrounding CommunitiesSince 1935

aurensaurensLaurensaurensLLLLaurensLaurens
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102 S. Third St., P.O. Box 136 • Laurens, IA  50554
Phone: 712-845-2627  •  www.laurensstatebank.com

MEMBER FDIC

Minneapolis-Moline is
Feature for 2012 Show

In 2012, the Albert City Threshermen and Collectors 
will host the Minneapolis-Moline Collectors for their 
national summer show.

The feature tractors will be the Moline Jet Star and 
BigMo 400.

According to club member Chuck Virgil, the club would like 
to take advantage of all the working activities that are avail-
able at the show.

“We would like to have as many implements as possible and 
put them to work in the fi eld,” he said. “We would like to do 
threshing, combining and baling. We will feature things that 
were unique to Moline, such as the corn shellers which you 
still see around the country. We will do as much as possible 
the old fashioned way and do the things that Moline did and 
did well.

“The Moline Plow Company  merged with the Minneapo-
lis Threshing Company and became known as Minneapolis 
Moline. Then Twin Cities tractors joined in. We will feature 
four companies: Minneapolis, Moline, Twin Cities and Avery. 
Avery became part of Minneapolis-Moline in 1952 so they 
could offer a smaller horsepower.”

The Minneapolis-Moline Collectors, Inc. is a club with 

about 500 members. MMCI exists for the preservation and 
enjoyment of the products of Minneapolis-Moline, its prede-
cessors and related companies, for the exchange of informa-
tion concerning the same, and for the education of the public 
as to the historical nature and role of such products. The club 
holds a summer and winter show each year. This year’s sum-
mer show is Aug. 11-14 at the fairgrounds in Tracy, Missouri. 
Next March the club will hold a winter show in Clarion, Iowa.

To learn more about the club, visit their website at: www.
minneapolismolinecollectors.org.

Additional Minneapolis-Moline information can be found 
with a subscription to Prairie Gold Rush. The Prairie Gold 
Rush is the original quarterly magazine for Twin City, Min-
neapolis and Moline enthusiasts. Published quarterly, it is 
received on or around the fi rst of January, April, July, and 
October each year. Visit www.prairegoldrush.com for more 
details. Prairie Gold Rush will hold the 2011 summer conven-
tion August 24-28 at the Tri-State Gas Engine and Tractor 
Association in Portland, Ind. and the 2012 winter convention 
will be March 29-31, hosted by Brian and Dave Gonyea in 
Monroe, Mich.

1063 590th Street
Storm Lake, Iowa
(712) 732-5376
(800) 235-0038

Hultgren Implement, Inc.

5698 State Hwy. 175
Ida Grove, Iowa

(712) 364-3105
(800) 827-1650

Albert City 
Threshermen & Collectors 
on your 41st Anniversary
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BrokenBroken
Connie J. Reinert

34195 320th Street   Ruthven, IA 51358
Phone: 712-260-0468             E-mail: connie@beyond-broken.com

Thank you Albert City Threshermen 
& Collectors for allowing us the 

honor of publishing your 
2011 Show Guide.

It has been a privilege to capture 
a small reflection of the show, the 
volunteers, exhibitors and guests

Heritage Site expands with
Purchase of 35 acres in 2011

The Albert City Threshermen & Collectors Association has 
purchased 35 acres of land to expand their show site. The 
current site consists of just over 34 acres of land located on 
Hwy. M54 just north and west of Albert City. The original 
land consisted of 15 acres and was a gift from Ed and Agnes 
Sundholm in 1975.

“The opportunity came up to acquire these acres adjoining 
our current site,” said association president Gary Sundblad. 
“We held a special meeting and the membership agreed to the 
purchase. We had been renting land for the show, so this will 
essentially replace the space we had been renting.”

According to Sundblad, the added land will be used to 
increase the area for fi eld demonstrations and will offer more 
room for additional activities and displays. “Over the years 
we’ve had generous neighbors who have allowed us to use 
their locations for exhibitor trailer parking. Now, we’ll be able 
to have this parking on our site.”

The Association kicked off a fund-raising campaign to assist 
with the land purchase. They are a 501(c)3 organization and 
all contributions are tax deductible. Anyone wishing to make a 
donation or to learn more may contact the association at (712) 
843-2076 or visit www.albertcitythreshermen.com.

Land that is currently owned by Sundholm Trust that they would 
trade with us. (Outlined in white-approximate)

Current 
Show 
Site

Camping/
Toy/Doll
Show

Land available to purchase and then trade with Sundholm Trust. 
(Outlined in white-approximate)

Show site

Additional acres
purchased in 2011
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Meet the Threshermen & Collectors Board

CONTACT
www.albertcitythreshermen.com

P.O. Box 333
Albert City, IA 50510
Phone 712-843-2076

Karl Lind
Is a co-founder.
Works primarily with 
antique tractors, 
vehicles and 
field events. Enjoys 
bringing memories of
the past to the present.

Gary Sundblad
Is board chair and
has served on the
board for six years.
He oversees security, 
the store, big tractors,
ice cream, the food
and other activities.

Robert Loving
Has worked at the 
show 41 years.
He oversees the crop 
ground and crop
inputs, the carpenter
shop, blacksmith
shop, diesel engine and parking.

Keith Moe
Is serving his first 
year on the board.
He oversees the toy
and doll show, 
the petting barn and
garbage detail.

Kevin Olson
Is serving his second
year on the board. 
He works with the 
tractor pull, horses, 
campgrounds, 
registration, buildings
and grounds.

Mike Rebhuhn
Has worked at the 
show 21 years.
Oversees tractors,
field activities, crops,
parade, tour wagons,
buildings & grounds,
fuel and parades.

Mike Sangwin
Is serving his first year
on the board. He 
oversees the farm 
house, mechanics, 
straw, hay and the
pancake breakfast.

Steve Christ
Is serving his
first year on the board.
He oversees the saw
mill, well drilling,
shingle mill, gas 
engines, scale-sized
equipment and field activities.

Connie Reinert
Is serving her first
year on the board. 
She oversees the
schoolhouse, 
advertising,
promotions, website,
flowers and entertainment.

Duane Madson
Has served on the 
board three years.
Oversees crops, field
and threshing, signs,
Svenska Stuga,
antique cars, and
transportation.

Morgan Olson
Serves as executive 
secretary and is in 
her first year of 
doing so. She enjoys
many of the activities
during the show.

How to fi nd us:

Located 2 miles west and 1/2 mile north of Albert City, Iowa on Hwy. M54

Become a Member:
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Sioux Falls

Albert Lea

Clear Lake

Jackson

Storm Lake

Sioux City

Omaha

Des Moines

Fort Dodge

Spencer

169

Carroll

Atlantic
Fremont

If you are a current member of the association and already 
have a 2011 membership card, please present that at the gate 
to gain free admittance to the show.  

Membership monies received at the Registration Office during 
the 2011 show will be applied to the 2012 year.  

Membership amounts continue to be $15.00 for a single and 
$25.00 for a couple.  This is a great value if you plan to attend 
the show all three days!  Members are also invited to the an-
nual meeting the first Saturday in December where a delicious 
catered meal is served before the business meeting.  



Simply Better Buildings!

Your building . . . 

Toll Free: 800-967-2130  
epsbuildings.com

Call us today for your local EPS dealer and for our building specials!

Pre-Engineered Buildings & 
Tilt-Up Panel Systems

EPS Buildings Are Exclusively Made for You!

We manufacture and engineer your project to your 
needs. All our buildings are fully guaranteed!

 Cost-effective design
 Built by your local dealer
 Proven satisfaction since 1981
 Completely engineered
 Complete design flexibility
 EPS provided drawings & prints

The Threshermen’s Feature 
Building from EPS is ready for the 2011 
J.I. Case Heritage Foundation Expo



The Case IH brand represents a tradition of leadership. It is the culmination 
of great agricultural equipment companies and brands, including Case, 
International Harvester, and David Brown, to name a few. Each of those 
brands has played an important role in the history and evolution of Case IH.

1831 Cyrus Hall McCormick invents the mechanical reaper
1831 Cyrus Hall McCormick demonstrates his reaper at Steele’s Tavern, VA
1842 Jerome Increase Case establishes Racine Threshing Machine Works in Racine, WI
1848 Cyrus Hall McCormick establishes McCormick Harvesting Machine Co. in Chicago, IL
1851 McCormick’s Reaper earns a Gold Medal in London, England and enters European market
1863 Jerome Case establishes J.I. Case and Company with 3 partners: Erskine, Baker, and Bull
1869 J.I. Case & Company produces the fi rst steam engine tractor (Old No. 1) now at Smithsonian
1871 The Great Chicago Fire destroys McCormick factory, rebuilds calling it McCormick Works
1874 McCormick adds a mechanized steel binder and begins manufacturing in 1877
1876 Case builds the fi rst self-propelled traction steam engine but still horse steering controlled
1880 J.I. Case Threshing Company incorporates and dissolves partnership
1882 McCormick builds the fi rst McCormick Daisy Reaper
1884 Jerome Case makes his famous trip to a farm, burning a faulty thresher and replacing it free
1886 Case becomes the largest worldwide manufacturer of steam engines
1892 Case builds fi rst gasoline tractor, the Paterson Tractor, but it was not successful
1902 International Harvester Company is founded from 4 companies with 90% binder market share
1905 First IHC Friction Drive tractor made from stationary gas engine and a Morton Chassis
1910 IHC introduces the Titan tractor – named after the Greek mythological fi gure – size and strength
1911 Case releases the fi rst gasoline tractor – the 30 – 60
1919 IHC develops the fi rst commercial PTO (power takeoff)
1923 Bert Benjamin builds fi rst successful row crop tractor, the Farmall Regular
1936 Harvester Red #50 is adopted for all IHC tractors, crawlers, and power units
1939 IHC introduces the second generation Farmall – the Letter Series (A, B, H, and M)
1943 IHC builds fi rst successful cotton picker (Old Red), mounted on Farmall H now at Smithsonian
1954 IHC replaces the Letter Series with the new Number Series Farmall
1958 John Steiger and sons build the fi rst Steiger tractor in their barn at Red Lake Falls, MN at 15,000#’s
1958 Loren Tyler founds Tyler Mfg. and produces pull type dry spreaders and anhydrous applicators
1962 IHC introduces Farmall and International 706 and 806 models
1963 Case has 125 distributorships and subsidiaries in the world with 20% of US production exported
1963 The Steiger family begins commercial tractor production selling 5 units painted light green
1965 IHC introduces the Farmall and International 1206 – fi rst row crop tractor over 100 horse power
1969 Case’s Old Abe logo is replaced with new more modern logo
1971 IHC launches the International Farmall 66 series, powered by a new V-8 engine
1974 Case’s Ag Equipment Division changes colors to Power Red and Power White
1977 IHC introduces the Axial-Flow rotary combine – the 1440 and 1460 models after spending $56 million
1980 IHC introduces the 2+2 row crop articulated tractor with the driver seated on the rear half of tractor
1982 The Steiger Panther 2000 is introduced with industry fi rst 12 speed power shift and PFC hydraulics
1983 Case changes colors of 94 series tractors to black and white after government banned lead paints
1984 Case introduces the 94 series 4WD including the company’s most powerful 4994 at 400 gross engine hp
1985 Case acquires International Harvester becoming Case IH – the second largest farm equipment manufacturer
1986 Case IH buys Steiger Tractor after they fi led Chapter 11 bankruptcy
1988 Case IH introduces their fi rst tractor series (Magnum) under the combined engineering of IHC and Case
1996 Case IH introduces the Quadtrac tractor having 360 hp with 4 independent tracks
1999 Case IH becomes part of CNH – owned by Fiat of Italy who also owns New Holland farm equipment

135 PRAIRIE RD.  • STORM LAKE, IOWA

Phone 712-732-4252


